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Gobbledy
Let’s talk about positioning
Some copy ideas
The Subtle Art of Giving a S—

A Few Things I Wanted to Chat about



01 Gobbledy:
The shortcut language used - 
often in software marketing -
to convey seriousness while also 
saying nothing



This Is Gobbledy



This Is Gobbledy



This Is Not Gobbledy



Gobbledy Can Also Be Visual…









02 Positioning:
(Aka, it all starts with 
positioning)



Where does your product sit 
in the market?

1

2
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Whom do you define as the 
competition?

How do you compete 
with your competitors?

Positioning



02 Positioning



03 Copy Ideas:
(Stuff You Can Steal)



It Does What It 
Says on the Tin

What great positioning 
can do for you



“It Does What It 
Says on the Tin”
Can Also Be Kinda 
Terrifying



If You Die???????



This Was a 
Campaign??????





Sell the 
Brownie, not 
the Recipe

The leading wheat 
starch-based cocoa treat 
purpose-built for 
hunger-focused humans.



Numbers Are An Effective Shorthand When 
Repeated



…And Confusing When They’re Not



…1, 2.0, 80%, >95%, 100+, 600M



Oh…Don’t Be Afraid to Pretend that 
Something Not Unique Is Actually Unique



Your Customers Are Part of a Community - 
Be Specific



Volkswagen 
Gave Some 
Great Advice in 
the 1960s…



To Be Clear, the 
Good Ol’ Days 
Weren’t Always 
So Good…



04 The Subtle Art of 
Giving a S—
(i.e. You Know What You’re Doing)



“I am skeptical of people 
whose God is testing…”
Sylvia Plath





Can your wife bake her own bread?

Does she worry about the bomb?

Let your daughter keep a pet snake in 
the backyard?

Invite 13 people to dinner even though 
she only has service for 12?

Name a cat “Rover”?

Make your neighbors’ children wish 
she were their mother?





Thank You
Jared Blank
jared@sagelett.com

Gobbledy Newsletter
gobbledy.substack.com



A Few 
Housekeeping 
Items
● Submit your session feedback in the mobile app by 

selecting this session and then click on feedback at the 
bottom. Rate the session and click post your feedback!

● All session recordings will be available at the end of 
September on iterable.com/activate

● Continue the conversation on social using #Activate22

● PSSST: some sessions will have QR codes to scan and earn 
points towards the raffle. Keep your eyes peeled! 


